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er to research), and the intro-

duction of different tracks at the 

MS level.  

 

On the research front, faculty 

continue to publish in some of 

the very best journals of the 

profession, are members of 

editorial boards for some of 

these journals, and were also in 

the past year invited to serve on 

multiple proposal review panels 

at the National Science Founda-

tion. In addition, we have a new 

recipient of the M.G. Michael 

Research Award among our 

midst: Jeongyoun Ahn, a 2011 

recipient, is the 5th winner in 

the departmentõs history of this 

Franklin College award. Please 

join me in congratulating 

Jeongyoun with this wonderful 

recognition. 

 

Have you visited our website 

recently? If not, you should give 

it a try at http://

www.stat.uga.edu/. The page has 

been redesigned with help of 

staff in the Franklin College, and 
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Dear Alumni, 

 

The academic year 2010-11, 

which is about to come to a 

close at the time that this col-

umn is written, has been very 

interesting and busy for the 

Department. 

 

We welcomed a few new faculty 

at the beginning of the year. Kim 

Love-Myers is the new Associate 

Director for the Statistical Con-

sulting Center. Kim received her 

PhD from Virginia Tech in 2007, 

had been working in postdoctor-

al positions at UGA since that 

time, and started her new posi-

tion with us in July of 2010. Mark 

Werner, who holds a 2003 PhD 

from the University of Colorado 

Denver, joined us in August of 

2010 as Lecturer after spending 

six years as Assistant Professor 

at American University of Cairo 

(some might say that Mark timed 

his departure from Cairo su-

perbly). We are absolutely de-

lighted with the addition of these 

faculty. 

 

On the staff side, we are also 

delighted with the return of Julie 

Davis as Administrative Associ-

ate. Julie had left the Department 

in 2008 for greener pastures 

that, perhaps, were not quite as 

green as they had appeared to 

be from afar. She rejoined the 

Department in November of 

2010. If you have any updates on 

your professional or personal life 

that you would like to share with 

us, you need to be in contact 

with Julie (an email to 

stat@uga.edu will do the trick). 

 

Other faculty and staff saw an 

upgrade in the titles of their 

positions, including Kim Gilbert 

(from Temporary Lecturer to 

Lecturer), Jack Morse (from 

Temporary Instructor to Instruc-

tor), and Daphney Smith (from 

Administrative Assistant to Stu-

dent Affairs Professional). Con-

gratulations to all! 

 

In terms of teaching, the Depart-

ment significantly increased the 

number of credit hours that it 

produces. The major change is 

that, beginning in the Fall of 

2010, we are now in charge of 

teaching introductory statistics 

for business students. We had 

done some of this in the past, 

through STAT 3000, but we are 

now in charge of teaching the 

entire MSIT 3000 offering, which 

used to be taught through the 

Department of Banking and 

Finance in the Terry College. 

 

We also went through an exten-

sive review of our graduate pro-

gram, and made a number of 

changes. These include a new 

structure for the MS and PhD 

exams, the introduction of sev-

eral new courses (especially 

aimed at exposing students earli-
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Statistics News 

Chris Franklin was inducted into the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. Pictured (l-r): 

Dennis Duncan (President of the UGA PKP chapeter), Carol Cotton (the other 

faculty member inducted from Health Promotion and Behavior), Chris Franklin, 

and Maurice Daniels (Dean of School of  Social Work and keynote speaker). 

John Stufken, Professor 

& Department Head 

Continued on Page 2 
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Departmental Notes and Headlines Continued  
recent past. For assessment of 

our undergraduate and graduate 

programs, we are very interest-

ed to hear from those who are 

out in the workforce how useful 

(or useless) you find the courses 

that you took from our depart-

ment in your current employ-

ment. Also, are there any statis-

tical topics that you didnõt take, 

either by choice or because we 

didnõt offer a course in it, but 

that would have been very help-

ful in your current employment? 

In an effort to assess the effec-

tiveness of our courses, and the 

gaps in our curriculum, such 

information could really help us 

to make improvements. The 

we believe that it is much im-

proved. Let us know what you 

think about the new site, provide 

us with suggestions for further 

improvements, and continue to 

send us updates that we can post 

under Alumni News. 

 

We would also love to see you 

at our next reception for alumni 

and friends at the Joint Statistical 

Meetings in Miami Beach. The 

reception will be held at the 

Miami Beach Convention Cen-

ter, room CC-A103, on Monday, 

August 1st at 5:30pm. This will 

be the 3rd such reception after 

Washington DC (2009) and 

Vancouver (2010), and we really 

want to see more of you in at-

tendance. We canõt make prom-

ises about the weather (or per-

haps, given that it is in Miami 

Beach, we can), but we can 

promise that the food and the 

company will be great! 

 

I want to leave you with one 

other request. Any alumni may 

respond, but it will be especially 

valuable if we can hear from 

those who have graduated in the 

John Stufken, Professor 

& Department Head 

higher the response rate, the 

better a picture we will get. I am 

counting on your help! 

 

In closing, I very much hope that 

you will find this Newsletter 

informative and worth reading. If 

there are topics that you would 

like to see addressed in a future 

Newsletter, give us your feed-

back and we will see what we 

can do. I hope to see many of 

you in the coming year. 

 

John Stufken 

Continued from Page 1 

Statistical Consulting Center  
its future at the University of 

Georgia when the Office of the 

Vice President for Research 

agreed to continue to provide 

funding for one half of the Asso-

ciate Director's salary over the 

next three years. Additionally, 

the Graduate School has ex-

pressed a wish to continue fund-

ing two of our consulting assis-

In the 2010-2011 academic year, 

the Statistical Consulting Center 

(SCC) has continued to grow 

and thrive. Currently under the 

direction of Dr. Jaxk Reeves and 

Dr. Kim Love-Myers (following 

previous Associate Director Dr. 

Jien Chen's departure in July of 

2010), the SCC has worked with 

a variety of clients from within 

the university, as well as off-

campus educational and corpo-

rate clients. On-campus clients 

have come to the SCC from 

many areas around the Universi-

ty, including the Franklin College 

of Arts and Sciences, the College 

of Agricultural and Environmen-

tal Sciences, the Warnell School 

of Forestry and Natural Re-

sources, the College of Family 

and Consumer Sciences, the 

College of Education, the Odum 

School of Ecology, the College of 

Veterinary Medicine, and the 

Graduate School. This year, off-

campus clients have accounted 

for roughly 30% of projects in-

volving the SCC, and have ac-

counted for over 50% of client-

based income. 

 

At present, six Statistics gradu-

ate students are supported on 

consulting assistantships: Sandra 

Addo, Yi Chen, Xinyu Liu, An-

drea Moncayo, Wenhui Sheng, 

and Jin Tang. Five other students 

are volunteering with the SCC in 

various capacities. All of the 

SCC's consulting assistants have 

done an excellent job supporting 

the work of the center. 

 

Recently the SCC achieved an 

important milestone in securing 

Jaxk Reeves, Director 

Kim Love-Myers, Associate Director 

tantships in the coming academic 

year. The SCC is pleased that 

OVPR and the Graduate School 

support its mission at the Uni-

versity, and we are looking for-

ward to continuing to serve the 

community and our graduate 

students. 

 

òThis year, off-campus clients have accounted for 

roughly 30% of projects involving the SCC, and have 

accounted for over 50% of client-based income.ó 

Jaxk Reeves and Kim Love-Myers with clients in the Consulting Center.  
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Undergraduate Program  

During the academic year June 

2010 ð May 2011, we proudly 

graduated the following 16 stu-

dents with a BS degree in Statis-

tics:  

 

Summer 2010 

Shelina Ramnarine 

  

Fall 2010 

Jessica Floyd, Corey Green, 

Stephen Morris, Thobile Rich-

ards, Kristen Danch-Powell, and 

Zachary Robbins 

 

Spring 2011 

Jessica Fawley,  Carolanne Lott, 

Ralph Maddox, Lutfiyya Muham-

mad, Julia Orr, Manoj Rema, 

Neeraj Sriram, Christopher 

Tencza, and Nathan Ulrich.  

 

Many of these students were 

inducted into honor societies 

such as the National Statistical 

Honor Society Mu Sigma Rho, 

Phi Kappa Phi, and Phi Beta Kap-

pa. Several of the students will 

continue with graduate school 

and others are planning on join-

ing the workforce using the skill 

set they gained as a statistics 

major. Our students are sought 

out future employees in this data 

centric world.  Congratulations 

to all our graduates! 

Christine Franklin, Senior Lecturer 

& Undergraduate Coordinator 

Pictured is Christine Franklin, Undergraduate Coordinator, with some of the 
Spring 2011 graduates  

Graduate Program  

Many of our senior students are 

discovering the great experienc-

es of attending and presenting at 

workshops and confer-

ences.  Just this year,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For JSM 2011, we have 10 stu-

dents who will be attending -- 9 

of them are making presenta-

tions! 

 

Over the last 2 years, we have 

been fortunate enough to have a 

US citizen or permanent resident 

among our beginning graduate 

students who was strong enough 

to write a proposal to the NSF's 

Graduate Research Fellowship 

Program.  This program is very 

prestigious -- Fellows receive 

$30,000 over 3 years, with more 

money to cover tuition and 

other expenses, as well as access 

to the NSF's Teragrid 

(teragrid.org) computing envi-

ronment.  Last year, Andrew 

Brown, a rising 4th year PhD 

student working with Gauri 

Datta and Nicole Lazar, was our 

first student to submit a pro-

posal to this program.  This year, 

our second student Adam Jaeger 

submitted a proposal to the 

GRFP which was named an Hon-

orable Mention -- a status of 

significant national academic 

achievement granted to only 17% 

of those proposals which were 

not funded but were neverthe-

less recognized for being merito-

rious.  Adam has just finished his 

MS degree and will continue on 

with us to write his dissertation 

under the direction of TN Sri-

ram. 

Lynne Seymour,  Associate Professor 

& Graduate Coordinator 

understand the data, where it 

came from and the limitations 

of the data.ó When asked what 

she does for fun, Terri re-

sponded, òI just started a patio 

garden with pole beans, toma-

toes, cayenne peppers, a mix of 

sweet peppers and a mix of hot 

peppers. I enjoy spending time 

with two Michaelõs ð and the 

18-month old is very energetic, 

especially when chasing the 

dogs! Come this fall we will be 

watching Georgia football.ó 

The Departmentõs featured 

alumna is Terri Henderson. She 

has worked as a Senior Bio-

statistician/Patient-Reported 

Outcomes Lead for the past 3 

½ years at Vistakon in Jackson-

ville, FL, which is the vision care 

division of Johnson & Johnson. 

During this time she has provid-

ed several internships for our 

students. When asked what she 

likes best about her job, she 

replied: òEvery day is different. I 

like having a role that encom-

passes many roles like biostatis-

tician, SAS programmer, legal 

consultant, educator, and start-

ing to get into psychology and 

psychometrics.ó She also stated 

that the course she uses the 

most in her current position is 

the consulting class. She says 

that, òwhile knowing what to do 

is important, you have to know 

how to ask the questions to 

Alumni Profile  


